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The  perception  of  human  degradation  is  not 
possible  if  human  values  are  denied.  This  is 
the  source  of  inner  cleansing,  the  life  force 
in  spite  of  everything,  in  Beckett*s  pessimism. 
Mr.  Beckett  has  a  love  of  mankind  that  grows 
in  understanding  as  it  plumbs  further  into  the 
depths  of  abhorrence. 

Dr.  Karl  Ragnar  Glerow 
Secretary  of  the  Swedish  Academy 

about 
Samuel  Beckett 
Winner  of  Nobel  Prize  in  Literature 

1969 


I  take  no  sides.  I  am  interested  in  the  shape 
of  ideas.  There  is  a  wonderful  sentence  in 
Augustine:  f,Do  not  despair;  one  of  the  thieves 
was  saved.  Do  not  presume;  one  of  the  thieves 
was  damned."  That  sentence  has  a  wonderful 
shape.  It  is  the  shape  that  matters. 

Samuel  Beckett 
about  his  work 


